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BALJEE ELECTION MANIFESTO 
 
Dear Hampshire County, 
 
I am excited to present my Election Manifesto, outlining my vision and commitment to 
making our community a better place. The two areas I feel I can create maximum impact 
are: 

1) Literacy for all through hyperlocal libraries 
2) Increasing funding for food charities 

 
These are the cornerstones of my campaign, and I am dedicated to working tirelessly in 
these areas that are close to my heart. 
 
1. Literacy for All: 
#ReuseReadReconnect 
 
With council budgets being cut, library funding is down a whopping 48% since 2010 and 
over 17% of libraries around the country have closed.  
 
I am committed to augmenting our school library network by setting up a network of 
neighbourhood “bookshelves” – called the MicroBod. Picture an unused phone booth as a 
MicroBod, a place to gather at, connect with a stranger and pick up a book to read. 
 

• Reuse: Recycle the old books that are gathering dust in our homes and fill up the 
local MicroBod in your neighbourhood 

• Read: Read something you otherwise wouldn’t have access to and expand your 
horizon 

• Reconnect: In this digital age of loneliness, human connections are paramount. 
MicroBod provides a neighbourhood location to create human bonding. 
 

There are many books we have in our homes that are simply gathering dust. This is my 
mantra to ensure we have a free system in every neighbourhood where anyone can take a 
book and leave one behind they are done with, while making a new friend. Its free, its easy 
to use and it promotes literacy. 
 
2. Increasing funding for food charities: 
#POUNDS4PLATES 
 
As the cost-of-living crisis bites us, and councils already under pressure try and fund 
community pantries and food banks, I want to create a way to reduce public burden. As 
costs rise, processed and junk meals are the easiest and lowest cost method of filling 
one’s self up in community pantries but with disastrous health consequences. 
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Furthermore, as budgets of councils get squeezed, there is a widening gap between what 
the community needs and the councils can afford. 
 
I will partner with restaurant chains to adopt an optional charge of 1% on every bill to 
create a unique funding model for the POUNDS4PLATES programs. This will be a unique 
funding model, which will not pinch the end consumer at restaurants, while providing a 
sustainable method of funding key initiatives like the community pantries. For transparency 
to where the proceeds are used, we will create alliances with reputed organizations like 
Too Good To Go and UK Akshaya Patra Foundation. 
 
To ensure accountability and action, I propose to create an online platform to share 
resources, knowledge, and expertise. The platform will help guide me on where the next 
MicroBod is to be placed or where the next POUND4PLATES is to be enabled. It will help 
sign up volunteers and promote a spirit of collaboration, cooperation, and unity within our 
community.  
 
Your support is crucial in making this vision a reality. Let's work together to create positive 
change in our community. Click here to get a Voting Code and remember to VOTE 
BALJEE. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Aryaveer Baljee 
A_baljee@wincoll.ac.uk 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXWdPnIZfTDVy4YWBkUEOen3CfR3DlGlgRTJPol-NN2IaHaQ/viewform?pli=1
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